Revised — August 15, 2022

Course Description

MNS567—Introduction to Chaplaincy: Ministry at the Margins
Fall, 2022

Rev. Dr. Joan Hedrich Wooten

3 credits

Prerequisite: None

Elective Course for MACL, MDIV, and MAMD degree programs
Letter grade only

Description
This course examines the legal and theological foundations of chaplaincies in the United States,

and how chaplaincy in general represents the church’s ministry at the margins. Specific
examination of chaplaincy in the military, federal agencies, prisons (state and federal), hospitals,
colleges, and corporations will include readings from state constitutions, the U.S. Constitution,
and various other institutional guidelines. Participants will focus on how chaplains minister at
the margins of both the church and the institution.

Objectives
Course Objectives

1. Identify how chaplaincy compares with parish ministry.

2. Understand the ways in which policies and founding documents define the
institutional context of chaplaincy.

3. Analyze the ways in which institutional context shapes and defines the
mission and ministry of chaplaincy.

4. Develop awareness of how parish ministry and chaplaincy can be mutually
supportive.

Curricular Objectives

1. Be formed by, live in, and minister out of Scripture and the historical and
theological tradition of the church.

2. Evangelize the world with faithfulness and contextual sensitivity.

3. Develop a missional strategy with attention to a particular cultural context.

4. Articulate and reflect critically and constructively on the biblical and
theological foundations of God’s mission to the world.

5. Develop, implement, and assess strategies for missional living in a specific
cultural context.

Requirements/Evaluation
Weekly assignments, short papers, and responses to Readings/Lectures:

Chaplaincy as Institutional Ministry 20%
Federal Chaplaincies 20%
State Chaplaincies 20%
Institutional Chaplaincies 20%
Final Paper 20%

100%
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