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A FEW PRELIMINARY WORDS



NO INTERPRETER IS PERFECT.

• So, take everything you read with a grain of salt.

• Don’t relinquish an insight the moment someone 

disagrees.

• Some things sound amazing when you first read them, 

but then they don’t hold up over time.

• Scholars are very busy people.  So, they will sometimes 

get things wrong. Here’s Mary Douglas:



CONVINCING VS. UNCONVINCING 
ARGUMENTS
• This account of Numbers 12 

from J. Milgrom:

Less so: This from

D. Olson on the 

book as a whole:



EVERY INTERPRETER APPLIES A METHOD.
• Different methods will inevitably lead to different conclusions.

• A source critic won’t have the same conclusions as a literary critic.

• Recognize that some methods aren’t going to have much traction 

in your ministry.

• Source and redactional critics offer only limited resources.

• Sometimes intertextual work will lead to great insight.  Other times, it 

will just add new layers of confusion.

• Have Occam’s razor handy.

• Simpler explanations are preferable to more complicated ones.





STUDY BIBLES



IF YOU HAVE TO GO WITH SOMETHING SMALL…

• Consider a few good study Bibles.

• E.g., CEBSB, NOAB, HCSB, NISB.

You can keep three of these at your home office and have 

something substantive to guide you through difficult passages.





ATLASES



ATLASES

• The Carta/Macmillan Bible Atlases are usually great.



ATLASES

• The internet can help to a point.



ATLASES

• The internet can help to a point.





COMMENTARIES



TWO BROAD TYPES OF COMMENTARIES

• Technical:

• Interact with Hebrew

• Contain textual critical notes

• Don’t always contain preaching or theological comment

• Non-technical:

• Limited or no interaction with Hebrew

• Limited or no interaction with textual criticism

• Often more preaching focused



TECHNICAL SERIES (EBOOKS IN LIBRARY)

• Let’s look at using these…



ANCHOR (YALE) BIBLE COMMENTARY
Contains new translations 

(left).

• These translations have 

footnotes that pertain to 

textual criticism.

Then, there’s also 

commentary (right).

• As you can see, it quickly 

gets technical.

Some see ABC as gold 

standard, but it hasn’t always 

delivered. It’s uneven. (Amos 

longer than Genesis!)



ANCHOR (YALE) BIBLE COMMENTARY
This series has been around 

so long they sometimes have 

more than one commentary 

per book.

Campbell’s 1975

Schipper’s 2016

In this one, notes 

aren’t footnotes.



OLD TESTAMENT LIBRARY

Compared to the Anchor Bible 

Series, this series tends to do a 

better job treating technical 

issues without getting bogged 

down in them.  It’s the shortest 

technical commentary.

• Some textual criticism, but 

not pages of it.

• OTL’s commentary (right) is 

often more useful than 

ABC’s.



WORD BIBLICAL COMMENTARY
WBC goes into more detail than OTL.  

It has many sections:

• Bibliography

• Translation

• Notes (i.e., textual criticism)

• Form/structure/setting

• Comment (verse-by-verse)

• Explanation (section-by-section)

These sections break up the reading (which is 

good).

This series tends to be more willing to examine 

theological issues than many technical 

commentaries.



OTHER TECHNICAL SERIES (NOT EBOOKS)



SEMI-TECHNICAL (NOT EBOOK AT LIBRARY)

• Goes into more depth than non-

technical.

• But doesn’t have its own translation, 

textual criticism, or extensive Hebrew.



NON-TECHNICAL COMMENTARIES 
(EBOOKS IN LIBRARY)



OTHER NON-TECHNICAL COMMENTARIES



SMYTH & HELWYS BIBLE COMMENTARY

This series is excellent for its 

commentary and connections 

with today.

• A huge bonus is textboxes 

with quotations (left) and 

important works of art 

relating to the text (right).



ABOUT HEBREW (TRANSLITERATION)

• If the source can 

be viewed with a 

PDF, the 

transliteration is 

usually reliable.

• But otherwise, the 

transliteration 

might be a poor.



NON-TECHNICAL COMMENTARIES

• While these commentaries may not deal as much with 

textual critical and Hebrew issues, they are still 

academic commentaries.

• They thus differ from more devotional commentaries.



OTHER COMMENTARIES

• Not sure whether to trust a commentary?

• Unless it’s a classic, you generally want something written in 

the last 20 years.

• Look at the publisher.  Ones to trust include: Abingdon, 

Fortress, Westminster John Knox, University Presses, Baker 

Academic, Eerdmans, IVP Academic.

• Does the author teach at an academic institution?





OTHER BOOKS ABOUT RUTH



OTHER BOOKS ABOUT RUTH

• These are sometimes called “monographs,” especially if 

they focus in on one key idea.

• How do you know if they’re trustworthy?  Again…

• Unless it’s a classic, you generally want something written in the 

last 20 years.

• Look at the publisher.  Ones to trust include: Abingdon, Fortress, 

Westminster John Knox, University Presses, Baker Academic, 

Eerdmans, IVP Academic.

• Does the author teach at an academic institution?



OTHER BOOKS ABOUT RUTH

IVP Academic

2016

Authors are academics.

Univ of SC Press

2011

Authors is academic.

CreateSpace Indep. Publ.

2017

Author’s profession isn’t clear.



OTHER BOOKS ABOUT RUTH

• How to read these…

• Pay close attention to table of contents & indexes—

especially if you’re writing an exegesis paper.  

• Read the introduction and a couple of ATLA book 

reviews so you know what the book is about.





ARTICLES / ATLA



SEARCHING

• Obviously, you can type “Ruth” in the field and click 

“search.”

• But note also that there is an icon called “Scriptures” 

that you can click on as well.





THE NATURE OF ARTICLES

• Using ATLA is like fishing. 

• Might be a good day. Might be a bad day. Don’t know until 

you try it.

• Sometimes, there is a huge amount of articles.

• Other times, there may be very little.

• Sometimes, articles are very accessible.

• Other times, the articles can be too dense to be helpful.





DICTIONARIES



DICTIONARIES 
(EBOOKS AT 
LIBRARY)



DICTIONARIES

• Affordable options:

• Bruce M. Metzger and Michael David Coogan, eds. Oxford 

Companion to the Bible. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993.

• (I own two copies, one at work, one at home.)

• W. R. F. Browning. Oxford Dictionary of the Bible. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2011.

• See also: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible or HarperCollins Bible 

Dictionary.





CITATIONS: BIBLIOGRAPHY



BIBLICAL SCHOLARS USE A VARIATION OF…

• Chicago/Turabian.

• Handout/guide is on Moodle.

• Electronic resources are helpful, but can’t do the whole 

job…





BUT YOU’RE NOT QUITE DONE…

It gives you:

Fentress-Williams, Judy. Ruth. of Abingdon Old Testament 

Commentaries. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2012.

Here’s how it should look:

Fentress-Williams, Judy. Ruth. Abingdon Old Testament 

Commentaries. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2012.



ANOTHER EXAMPLE

It gives you:

Bush, Frederic William. Word Biblical Commentary : Ruth, 

Esther. Vol. V9 of Word Biblical Commentary, V. 9. Waco, 

Tex.: Word Books, 1996. 

Here’s how it should look:

Bush, Frederic William. Ruth, Esther. Word Biblical 

Commentary 9. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1996. 



CITATIONS: ARTICLES





BUT YOU’RE NOT QUITE DONE…
It gives you:

Hawk, L Daniel (Lewis Daniel). 2021. “The Other Stories: Biblical 

Resources for an Antiracist Church.” Word & World 41: 13–21. 

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=rfh&AN=

ATLAiREM210831000522&site=ehost-live.

Here’s how it should look:

Hawk, L. Daniel. “The Other Stories: Biblical Resources for an 

Antiracist Church.” Word & World 41 (2021): 13–21. 



CITATIONS: WEBSITES
LIKE STEPBIBLE.ORG, BIBLE ONLINE LEARNER, ETC.



WEBSITES

• If a website presents raw data that is available at several 

sources, you don’t need to cite it.

• So, StepBible.org & Bible Online Learner parse words for 

you, but you shouldn’t cite them. They contain the same info 

available in several different places.

• On the other hand, if you use ideas from an article at 

ChristianCentury.org, then that should be cited. It’s not 

raw data, but an article.


